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Twenty-five (61%) patients had type 1 reaction, 11 (27%) patients had type 2 reactions and 5 (12%) patients had both types of reaction in different times of the course of the disease ( the university service where the study was performed (this stain is more sensitive to identify the bacillus on histology from skin samples), thus interfering with the operational classification of the patients. 6, 7 The other findings are similar to other published studies. 8, 9 In the period studied, there was a higher prevalence of type 1 reaction, but this is not a reassuring finding: although being systemically less severe, this type of reaction generates more signs of physical disability, many times accompanied by neuritis, which is responsible for important injury and sequelae, affecting the patients' quality of life. 2, 8 This picture is more frequent in those with type 1 reaction than those with type 2 reaction, even when both groups are multibacillary. 2, 8 For this reason, it is not accurate to think that patients with type 1 reactions and operational classification of multibacillary, but with negative bacilloscopy, have a better prognosis because they have a lower bacillary load. 8, 9 Considering that almost half the patients had a reaction, we can conclude that it is extremely important to identify 
